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RIBEKRZRFREHES - T O—/NILANILATFERZE 2L
TULV3 Awet Teklemichael SAZERBNLET,
(HEF RARRME. EHEXTERE. /U521 —XER:
2017 %1 13 8)

Mr.Awet Teklemichael, 2™ year student, the School of
Tropical Medicine and Global Health,
Health Innovation Course (MSc), Nagasaki University

M.S (Miho Sato) : Please tell me your
background before you came to Japan.

AT (Awet Teklemichael) : I am
originally from a town called Asebe
Teferi, West Hararghe, in Oromia
Region. I grew up there until I finished
high school, then I studied Agriculture
at Jimma University for two years.
After getting my diploma, I went back
to Asebe Teferi and worked for Care
International for two years. I have
always been interested in chemistry so
I applied to the Faculty of Pharmacy at
Central University in Addis and
obtained my BSc in Pharmacy in 2008.

After graduation, I worked for the
Pharmacy Department of the Ethio—
German Development Cooperation as a
pharmacist, mainly following Good
Manufacturing Practice (GMP). When I
was there, there were at least 20
pharmaceutical companies in Ethiopia
and | was involved in GMP inspection,
training, and improving the
pharmaceutical marketing skills of local
companies.

Around 2012, all the employees of the
Ethio—German Development
Cooperation were re—assigned to
different governmental agencies and |
found my new workplace in the
Pharmaceutical Department of the
Ministry of Industry. I continued the
same work but [ was playing the role of
facilitating pharmaceutical industries to
grow by identifying issues from each

company and solving them one by one. A
year later, the Federal Government of
Ethiopia established a new institute called
the Food, Beverage, and Pharmaceutical
Industry Development Institute (FBPIDI),
where I worked as an Industrial
Pharmaceutical Researcher. It was then
that I saw the announcement of the ABE
Initiative and submitted my application.

M.S.: What is the ABE initiative?

A.T: It stands for African Business
Education Initiative for Youth, started in
2014. This program offers opportunities for
young Africans between 22 and 39 years old
to study Master’s courses in Japanese
universities and to experience internships at
Japanese companies in order to develop
skills and knowledge for contributing to the
development of industries in Africa.

M.S: Why did you choose Nagasaki?

A.T: From the list of universities in Japan,
Nagasaki University was one of the two
universities that matched my interest.

M.S: In your batch, how many Ethiopian
students came to Japan with you supported by
the ABE initiative?

A.T: There were about 30. I am the only
one in Nagasaki and in most places, there
are at least two Ethiopians within the
same city. The closest Ethiopian is in
Fukuoka and Kitakyushu. I visited them
and cooked Ethiopian food together.
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M.S.: What was your impression of Japan
before you came?

A.T: Since | was accepted to the ABE
Initiative, I started watching NHK World
channel on my cable TV in Addis. I was
always curious how Japan has developed
so much with limited natural resources
and land, but now [ am here and I see
that Japanese people respect work and
technology which led to the
development.

M.S.: What was your major culture shock
since you arrived in Japan?

A.T: The major culture shock for me is
not having injera as Ethiopians, we are
addicted to injera!

M.S.: Please describe TMGH and the
Health Innovation Course to those who do
not know it.

A.T: At TMGH there are three courses,
the Tropical Medicine Course; the
International Health Development course,
and the Health Innovation course. |
belong to the Health Innovation Course
and will obtain a Master of Science
degree at the completion of my studies.

Health Innovation literally means
technologies and ideas to innovate and
improve the healthcare system.
Compared to other courses, students in
the health innovation course has longer
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duration for independent research and
they are encouraged to continue their
research projects up to doctorate level.

M.S.: Could you talk about the research
project you are working on now?

A.T: The original proposal that |
submitted for my ABE Initiative
application was about the use of herbal
medicine since, at the FBPIDI, there was
an herbal medicine department but at
that time it was not functional. Perhaps |
was interested in herbal medicine due to
my Diploma in Agriculture.

Dr. Kenji Hirayama, my advisor at TMGH,
has been doing research concerning
Kampo. In consultation with him, I am
conducting research to examine anti—
malarial activity of Kampo compound and
extract under in-vitro in collaboration
with Toyama University. It is my hope
that the outcome of this research will be
utilized for the development of
prevention or treatment of malaria. As
you know, the compound of the current
first—line treatment for uncomplicated
malaria is Artemisinin that has been
made from Artemisia annua, a well—
known herbal medicine in China for
centuries.

M.S.: You have conducted your internship
already. Please share where you did
internship and what you have learned.

A.T: 1 did my internship at Ohkusa
Yakuhin in Yokosuka for one week in
August. I was familiar with
pharmaceuticals manufacturing but it
was first time for me to observe the
Kampo pharmaceutical company; from
raw materials, processing, tablet
formulation, quality control,
packaging, the entire process. Currently
Ethiopia imports almost all materials
from abroad but by utilizing herbs
indigenous to Ethiopia there are good
business opportunities for herbal
medicine manufacturing in Ethiopia.

It was a good opportunity for me to visit
Kamakura and see the Great Bhudda.

My internship activity can be found on the
Ohkusa Yakuhin website:
http://okusa.co.jp/topix/2016/08/mr—-awet—
82229.html (In Japanese)

M.S.: What are your plans after graduation?

A.T: Before coming to Japan, I was working
with Ethiopian pharmaceutical companies to
identify problems and help solve them so
that they could expand their business. After
living in Japan, I would like to be a bridge
between Japanese companies that want to
be involved in the pharmaceutical sector in
Ethiopia and ultimately benefit the health of
Ethiopian people.

ABEAT— EBRER(RBKRE/
BERFAIL-IFFETERRE/
Ta—RLA—REEER)
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RMMS (Regional Mix Migration
Secretariat: Horn of Africa and
Yemen) >Country Profiles>Uganda
(http://www. regionalmms. org/index.
php/country-profiles/uganda)

South Sudan Situation: Information
sharing portal
(http://data. unhcr. org/SouthSudan/
country. php?id=229)
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RMMS (Regional Mix Migration
Secretariat: Horn of Africa and
Yemen) >Country Profiles>Kenya
(http://www. regionalmms. org/index.
php/country-profiles/kenya)
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UNHCR, Kakuma
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