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(REBRFRFRTOT7 -7 I7UHHMERERER - —ERIELRE1E)

——

Photol Golden Temple

I completed my BA in Social
Anthropology at Addis Ababa University
in 2015. [ worked as a graduate assistant
in the department of Social Anthropology
of Addis Ababa University. I came to
Japan for the first time in July 2015 to
attend the summer school at Graduate
School
Studies, Kyoto University. It was a great
opportunity for me to know more about
the graduate school and their expertise. |
was very much impressed by the
philosophy and unique values of the
school. It was a good networking
opportunity for me to establish and
maintain relationships with scholars from
this graduate school and other fellow
students from 8 different countries. I left

of Asian and African Area

Japan shortly with a great impression,
wish and determination to come back
and study here particularly in the
graduate school program.

Then upon return to my country, |
applied for scholarship, the ministry of
education, culture, sports, science and
technology (Monbukagakusho: MEXT), to
come back and study at this reputable
and one of the top universities in Japan.
To my surprise, my dream came true
within short time. I am grateful to those
who supported me in the entire process.
I was the only one who got this specific
MEXT scholarship from my country at
that time out of the seven students

worldwide. 1 would like to seize this
opportunity to thank my main supervisor
Prof. Masayoshi Shigeta and his
colleagues for their tireless effort to
happen. Their strong
commitment and all rounded support
made the impossible possible in a
surprisingly short time.

make  this

I am in the place I was dreaming once
and after staying here for over a year |
am convinced that this is the right place
for me to conduct my
Currently, I belong to two graduate
programs in Kyoto University. Mainly, I
belong to the Graduate School of Asian
and African Area Studies (ASAFAS) at
Kyoto University. Under the big umbrella
of ASAFAS, there are three divisions
namely Global Area Studies,
Southeastern Asian Area Studies and
African Area Studies. Since I am doing
research in Africa, I am under Division of

research.

African Area Studies. The second one is
School Program for
Sustainable Development and Survivable
Societies (GSS). This program is formed
by integrating 9 graduate schools and
three at Kyoto
University to address the global
challenges by fostering interdisciplinary
approach for global sustainability studies.
It is a five-year doctoral program like
ASAFAS which is contributing in
mentoring and educating the future
global leaders. It is a great privilege to be
part of the above mentioned two leading
graduate programs at Kyoto University.

Inter—Graduate

research institutes

Let me briefly introduce my plan and the
focus of my research. I am conducting
research on municipal
management in Addis Ababa the capital
city of Ethiopia. The issue of solid waste
management can be seen as a global
challenge in particular becoming a
headache for developing countries like
Ethiopia. In our daily activities, we

solid waste

produce the huge amount of solid waste
which mostly ends up in the open
dumping sites. We face big challenge and
spend much time in solving it because it
is caused by very complex factors and
the impact is also significant. As a social
anthropologist, [ want to focus on the

20

social and cultural aspects related to solid
waste handling practices at household level.
Moreover, | intend to explore the meaning
of waste in the community and how it could
be related to their daily actions as far as
waste handling is concerned. I conducted
my first preliminary field work in August and
September 2017. I would say, it was a
successful field work which shapes the
research scope with a firsthand experience.
Needless to say, talking about waste
management hierarchies, minimization and
reuse of waste are the preferred ways. In
this regard, to something
meaningful as well as sustainable, I think, it
will be relevant to understand the kind of
practices exist in that specific socio—
cultural context and to use those findings
to support the practices.

contribute

I am motivated to contribute something
meaningful in the area of
management using interdisciplinary
approach embracing my expertise. The
to be
possible multiple angles to ensure feasibility

waste

problem needs examined from
and sustainability of the solution to address
this  global

attributable to the complexity of the

challenge.  Nevertheless,
problem you can never do enough in this
regard. If waste is not managed properly it
could have impact on air, soil and water
bodies which are essential for our survival.
It needs relentless effort to address the
problem as the result of climate change, its
borderless impact and other related global
challenges.

Photo2 Data cof lection in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 2017
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