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The middlemen in the recyclable material chains: The
case of Diza Bet in Addis Ababa

Haregewoin Mekonnen (IR#BKZ)

Over the last one decade, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia's capital city, has undergone several infrastructure development and
improvement on municipal solid waste management service. However, the rapid expansion of the city was not supported by an
equivalent infrastructure development, leaving a huge gap in the field of sewerage system (Bekker and Fourchard 2013; Grest et
al.2013). The city's solid waste is primarily collected through formal and informal sectors that coexist side by side for a long time.

The informal sector mainly involves waste pickers, foragers and koraliyos (itinerant junk buyers). The contribution of informal
sector in source separation, collection and transportation of recyclable waste is directly linked with middlemen involved with
recycling sector (Grest et al. 2013). The research on koraliyos and middlemen was conducted mainly in Addis Ketema sub-city
and the nearby sub-cities including Kolfe Keranio, Lideta and Yeka. There is a hub and a well-known market corner called
Menalesh Tera inside Merkato, the largest open market in Africa. This market has several corners referred as Tera, such as
Korkoro Tera, Bermel Tera, Termus Tera, Chid Tera and Qulf Tera, each of which is organized depending on material types.
There are over 800 middlemen operating a recyclable items business of different type in Menalesh Tera (Fuchs et al. 2014;
Melaku et al. 2014).

The existence of middlemen operating the business similar to that of Menalesh Tera is mapped in areas such as Saris Abo,
KeraKeselTera, Shiromeda, etc. (Melaku et al. 2014).1 found out that there are six middlemen operating similar businesses in
different parts of wereda 09, Bole Sub-city, during my fieldwork.

The data used for this essay consist of two periods of fieldwork from February up to March 2018 and from June to September
2018 through participant observation and interview with residents, sanitation workers, Koraliyos, Diza Bet owners and other key
informants. According to respondents in the area, the term of Diza means "metal and other recyclable materials" and Bet means
"House "in Amharic. Though, there is no clear definition of the term known by everyone. One of the Diza Bet owner says "... We
don't know what Diza means the koraliyos name it that way..."(Interviewed in August 2018). This essay would highlight the
emergence of middlemen in the recyclable material value chain, taking the example of Diza Bet (Kolkole Bet). In this essay the
emergence of middlemen would be highlighted in the recyclable material value chain, taking the example of Diza Bet (Kolkole
Bet).

-S|

Photo 1 The weighing scale, bought recyclable items and the main entrance of Diza Bet.

Diza Bet buys most of the items from koraliyos, sanitation workers, forager, other small Diza Bet as well as, to limited extent,
from local residents. The Diza Bet sell the recyclable materials to the residents for personal use, small-scale businesses, metal
workshops, hotels, factories and shops in Merkato. There are few instances where koraliyos have to go to Merkato to sell special
items including the clothes and shoes which do not have much monetary value at Diza Bet at a better price. The recycling shops
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of 483 in Menalesh Tera buy items from koraliyos and middlemen to informally recycle to produce household goods such as
charcoal stoves, knives, coffee serving table etc. (Melaku et al. 2014).

The koraliyos cover wider area to collect recyclable items. Whenever the collected items are heavy, they use public transportation
back to Menalesh Tera which is a costly option (Fuchs et al. 2014). However, in the case of Diza Bet the Koraliyos can go to the
nearest Diza Bet and hence, they don't move long distance while their sack is full and heavier. Sanitation workers working in
wereda 09 often sell their items to their regular customer of Diza Bet within the wereda.

The interview | had with Mr. Haymanot Desalegne, the County Director of the oldest NGO of Environmental Development
Action Ethiopia (ENDA Ethiopia) reveals a newly emerging trend of Diza Bet. ENDA Ethiopia has been operational in the field
of environment and urban development since 1997 (Interviewed in August 2018). Hence, Diza Bet could be the beginning of the
decentralization process of the Menalesh Tera in the light of modernization of the city.
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